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Synopsis

In 1974, farmers uncover the terra-cotta army of China’s first emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi. Satellite
technology reveals about 8,000 soldiers at the tomb complex. Only 1,000 have so far been
excavated. In 1976, archaeologists uncover a Shang Dynasty tomb in the Henan province. They
recover artifacts bearing the name Fu Hao. Could this be the same person whose name is found on
oracle bones unearthed elsewhere in China? Bodies encased in suits of jade, and a pristinely
preserved mummy are among the other treasures from China’s tombs that continue to provide us
with clues to her rich, complex past. Ancient China includes an interview with Dr. Zhichun Jing,
University of British Columbia, and working archaeologist at Anyang, the last capital of the Shang
Dynasty.National Geographic supports K-12 educators with ELA Common Core

Resources.VisitA A www.natgeoed.org/commoncoreA A for more information.
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Customer Reviews

From the new National Geographic Investigates series, this volume spotlights archaeological finds
from ancient China. The book opens with an introduction to the land and the dynasties that ruled it,

accompanied by a time line of Chinese history and several maps. After a discussion of how



archaeologists work and what they hope to accomplish, each of the next four chapters features a
major find and explains its significance. The final chapters offer information about the lives of
servants and artisans as well as the damage done by tomb raiders. Sidebars carry related
information and appendixes include a glossary and short lists of books, articles, and Web sites.
While the discussions of archaeology will hold readers’ interest, the accompanying illustrations steal
the show. The publisher’s reputation for exceptionally fine photography is on display here. Adding
value are dramatically lit photos, including some memorable shots of artifacts and mummies, useful
maps, and clear diagrams. One other book in the series will be available this fall: Jill Rubalcaba’s

Ancient Egypt. Carolyn PhelanCopyright A A© American Library Association. All rights reserved

Ancient Chinese life comes into ever-clearer focus thanks to 21st century science, especially
archaeology, geology, and paleontology. New discoveries continuously contribute to the information
store of each period and culture. "Ancient China uses the newest and most significant
archaeological findings to bring young, modern readers up close to an intriguing, complex society,
and shows them what those findings tell about a great nation’s evolution. Each chapter brings
readers to a place of archaeological significance in the vast land we now call China. From the banks
of the Yellow River to the hot sands of the Gobi Desert, readers go to the spots where pieces of
history have been unearthed--and in many cases, are still being discovered, because many

excavations are active today.
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